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Sportsmarketing, or SMK as 
most of us know the company, 

has been a significant player in 
entry-level spring and Co2 guns 
for many years. Their range of 
rifles and pistols has been the 
starting point of thousands of 
airgun careers, and they continue 
to offer a huge range of great 
‘value for money’ guns today, but 
how many of us think of SMK 
when it comes to optics? I have to 
confess that they’re not the first 
company that I think of for scopes.

This might be a mistake 
because their optics choice is far 
wider than I understood, including 
their choice of mil-dot models. 
This ranges from a simple 4 x 28 
up to the all-singing 4-16 x 50 
which has parallax adjustment 
and an illuminated reticle, 
ensuring that there’s something to 
suit every pocket and need.

Mil-dots for all
Each of these, as the name 
suggests, has a mil-dot reticle, 
which has additional aiming marks 
along the arms to assist us when 
judging holdover and windage. It 
was originally designed for use by 
military snipers who engage their 

enemy at ultra-long range, but it 
works just as well for us. Airgun 
pellets have a curved trajectory, 
which needs to be understood if 
we’re to achieve proper accuracy. 
Once this is learned, we can use 
the mil-dot reticle to place our 
pellets precisely. 

Because I often shoot super-
accurate, pre-charged 

pneumatics, I mostly look for 
ultra-precise optics, but they’re 
expensive and complex, and 
therefore not what the majority of 
airgunners want or need. For 
close-range target shooting, 
plinking, and to be fitted to a 
junior rifle, the lightweight 4 x 28 
could be a top choice. Weighing in 
at just 236 grammes it’s a 
flyweight in a world of overly heavy 
optics. For a youngster whose arm 
strength has yet to develop fully, 
this could be just the ticket. It’s a 
very simple design that I feel is 
suited to a young shooter learning 

their craft. In the early stages 
they need to work on technique 
and having fun rather than 
learning about technical 
matters.

light gathering
Many of the airgun quarry species 
are most active at dawn and dusk, 
which is why large objective (front) 

lenses are so popular. They have 
the capacity to gather more light 
than smaller ones, offering a 
brighter image and allowing us to 
see our target more clearly. This is 
obviously a great advantage. The 4 
x 40 model is, again, a very simple 
scope but the 40mm objective 
lens gives it an edge over the 4 x 
28.

The next model I received was 
the 3–9 x 40, and the name tells 
you that it’s a variable power 
model. The magnification can be 
adjusted from 3x to 9x by a 
rotating collar on the body tube. 

The objective lens is 40mm, a 
good all-rounder, and with variable 
magnification this becomes a very 
versatile choice. For example, the 
low end of the mag’ range can be 
useful for quickly shooting rats in 
a barn when they’re really close. 
As the mag’ is lowered, the field of 
view, the size of the area you’re 
able to see becomes larger, 
making finding the rat in the 
scope’s image far easier. At low 
mag’ you also get a brighter 
image. Conversely, if you were 
trying to head-shoot feral pigeons 
on the top of a barn, winding the 
magnification up might help with 
super-accurate shot placement.

Variable power
The 3-9 x 50 takes this idea one 
step further by increasing the size 
of the objective lens to 50mm for 
maximum light gathering. This 
front lens is huge, offering a 
massive increase in potential 
light-gathering capacity. The beam 
of light that exits the ocular (back) 
lens is the exit pupil, and there’s 
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“This front lens is huge, offering a 
massive increase in potential light-

gathering capacity”

the mil
Phill Price looks through some top-value glass from SMK

The flagship model 
features parallax adjustment.

Mil-dots for every need.
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As mentioned earlier, this range 
has something for everybody, from 
the most simple to a very modern 
high-spec’ scope and they’re all 
great value for money. For more 
information visit www.sportsmk.co.
uk or call 01206 795333

4 x 28 RRP £29.95
4 x 40 RRP £29.95
3-9 x 40 RRP £44.95
3-9 x 50 RRP £79.95
4-12 x 42 RRP £59.95
4-16 x 50AOE RRP £129.95 n

Another popular specification is 
the 4-12 x 44. This offers a wider 
range of magnification and a 
smaller objective lens, although 
this is still pretty big. Shooters who 
like long-range target shooting 
often prefer the upper 12x mag’ so 
that they can see their targets 
clearly. Of course, hunters can 
use any part of the mag’ range 
that suits the particular situation 
they find themselves in. 

The flagship of the range, as 
mentioned earlier, is the 4-16 x 50 

AOE, which has just about every 
technical feature any airgunner 
could wish for. As you can see 
from the photograph, this model 
has some extra controls not seen 
on the more simple models. 
Starting from the front you’ll have 
noticed the large collar around the 
objective bell. This is the parallax 
adjuster, whilst at the rear, the dial 
on the top of the ocular bell is the 
battery compartment surrounded 
by a control for the brightness of 
the illuminated reticle. 

“at just 236 grammes it’s a flyweight in a world of overly heavy optics”

Although the adjusters are quite 
low, they’re still finger friendly.

This compartment holds the 
illumination battery.

Note the huge difference in size 
between models.

an optimum size that allows us to 
make the most of our scopes. This 
is when adjustable magnification 
becomes important. To find the 
exit-pupil diameter, you divide the 
objective size in millimetres by the 
magnification. The widest the 
human eye pupil can dilate is 
7mm, meaning that anything more 
than this is effectively wasted. So 
with our 50mm objective lens we 
should set our mag at 7x and then 
we’d know we were optimising the 
performance in low light. 


