pistols
The grips encourage
a consistent hold.

Victory
Beckons

Phill Price tries a brand new PCP pistol from SMK
It’s good to see a
pressure gauge fitted.

“After a few shots to get zeroed, I
was quickly able to shoot 1/2”
groups at eight yards”

S

MK has been venturing into
the pre-charged pneumatic
(PCP) rifle world recently with their
Victory range, the first of which is
the M22, which looks like a lot of
rifle for the money, and now

they’ve added a PCP pistol to their
catalogue. Straight from the box it
is like nothing I’d ever seen, with
an exposed hammer like a
revolver and bright green synthetic
grips. As if those features aren’t

enough, it has a loading system
that I think might well be unique.
Standing back, it appears to follow
the classic barrel-over-reservoir
layout, but trust me, this really is
something different.
Air is filled into the reservoir with
a probe and port arrangement at
the muzzle end of the reservoir,
just behind the pressure gauge. It
should be noted that there is no
means provided of closing the port
after filling, so users must take
care to keep it very clean. Once
the reservoir is filled to 200bar, we
come to the pellet loading
procedure. Facing safely down
range with the hammer forward,
you swing the loading ‘door’, as
the manual calls it, right. This
exposes the breech, allowing you
to thumb a pellet directly into the
rifling. Those interested in
maximum accuracy will appreciate
this because you can ensure that
the pellet is loaded squarely and
so no damage can come to it as

it’s chambered.

Exposed hammer
With a pellet in the barrel, you pull
the hammer back, with your finger
clear of the trigger until you hear it
click, telling you that the sears
have engaged and it is now
cocked. There are no open sights
fitted, but that’s okay with me. To
get the very best from the
accuracy I need a scope anyway.
The rails are pretty short at just
70mm, but the PAO pistol scope I
had on hand fitted perfectly, even
with its double-bolt mounts. With
the scope fitted, this pistol has
hunter field target (HFT) written all
over it. The barrel lives inside a
full-length shroud, adding to the
good looks and SMK claims that
this acts as an ‘integrated
suppresser’ so I was keen to see
just how noisy it was on the range.
They also claim that the PP700W
can make up to 6 ft.lbs. so a
chronograph test was on my list.
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pistols
pellets, which weighs 14.3 grains
so I settled on them for the
duration of my test.

Straight from the box accuracy
was very impressive.

Human error
To eliminate as many of my errors
as possible, I shot from a seated
position with the pistol supported
by a beanbag on the bench in
front. After a few shots to get
zeroed, I was quickly able to shoot
½” groups at eight yards, despite
some windy conditions. The
trigger was rather long in its first
stage and quite indistinct as it
broke, but despite that I was very
impressed with the accuracy. The
green synthetic grips are
comfortable and encourage a
consistent hold but are quite slim,
and best suited to a small or
medium-size hand. The reach will

“At about 15 yards there was a bank of 40mm knock
- down discs and I managed to hit five for five shots”
I was sent a .22, and with HFT
in mind I’d have preferred a .177,
but accuracy testing is just as
relevant in the larger calibre.
Packing a selection of pellets and
plenty of target cards, I headed off
to the range. Loading seemed a bit
tricky at first but I found that by
pointing the muzzle down,
roundhead pellets dropped into

the barrel quite easily, needing
only a gentle push with my thumb
to seat them fully. I was concerned
that if they weren’t seated deeply
enough, the ‘door’ might bend the
skirt as I moved it back to the left
to close the action, but I had no
such problem. The PP700W
quickly showed a liking for the
Remington Thunder Sniper Light

be too short for large hands.
Turning away from the paper
target, I was soon having lots of
fun plinking all the various targets
on our club’s pistol range. At
about 15 yards, there was a bank
of 40mm knock-down discs and I
managed to hit five for five shots
off hand with only a small amount
of practice, which I thought was

It may look conventional but it
has some unique features.
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SPECIFICATIONS
Web www.sportsmk.co.uk
Tel 01206 795333
Model PP700W
Type Pre-charged pneumatic
Action Single-shot
Grips Synthetic, ambidextrous
Trigger Two-stage adjustable
Length 370mm
Weight 1.1kg
Average velocity 375fps

RRP £199.00
pretty good.
It was also immediately
apparent to all my club mates that
the suppressor worked. The
PP700W is a pretty quiet gun. I
asked the other chaps on the
range to have a shot with it and
they soon came back with their
opinions. They liked it - a lot, and
some were even keen enough to
plan to buy one as soon as they hit
the shops!
Despite the unusual looks, I
liked the exposed hammer. I also
like being able to load a pellet
before the gun is cocked, which
felt safe. The PP700W can be
de-cocked in a second, which is
always a good thing in my book
because if you’re expecting to
shoot but something stops you,
you can quickly make the gun
safe.
This is a great little pistol with
bags of potential and I’m sure that
I’m going to see plenty of them at
my gun club very soon. n

The reservoir is filled through
this port behind the gauge.

