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I should start this review by saying 
that I’ve long been a fan of the 

classic Colt 1911 handgun. It’s a 
gun that was designed for war, but 
in the civilian competition world it 
became one of the most iconic 
and copied pistols the world had 
ever seen. There are many 
reasons for this, but one above all 
the others explains its popularity, 
and that is the design and layout 
of the controls. Everything is 
logically placed for the average 
human male’s right hand, allowing 
instinctive actuation, at speed, 
with no effort.

While it might seem daft to think 
that anybody would build a 
combat pistol any other way, 
please take a look around. Safeties 
can often be found high on the 
slide where your thumb cannot 
reach from the firing position. 
Magazine releases sometimes can 
only be operated with the weak 
hand, and so on. This pistol was 
designed right, well over 100 years 
ago, yet its competitors went on 

making mistake after mistake, 
which explains why civilians, with 
the freedom to choose which gun 
they shot, bought these in their 
millions.

including being a blow-back 
action, where the slide cycles 
back and forward cocking the 
hammer and collecting a new BB 
as it does. This happens with a 
pleasing force, simulating to an 
impressive degree the sensation of 
recoil that you’d feel from a 
firearm. Sure, the big fat .45 
calibre, 230 grain bullets create a 
much bigger push than a Co2 
replica, but it feels great all the 
same. 

Each of the controls is placed 
just as the original, starting with 
the trigger. This was pleasantly 
smooth and light, with a 
predictable let-off point, and felt 
just right. There are two safeties. 
The first is a tab that you manually 
move up and down with the 
thumb of your right hand. It’s 
perfectly placed to be slipped off 
from the aim without the need to 
reposition your strong hand even 
the smallest bit.

Remington has seen the need 
to write S and F on it, in case 

“It’s an impressively accurate 
replica, including being a blow-

back action”

Phill tries a new 1911 variant that stands out from the crowd

CyCling
As the pistol fires, the slide cycles 
back, then as it goes forward it 
strips a BB from the magazine’s 
feed lips. Once the magazine is 
empty it has a tab that locks the 
slide back, in the open position, 
showing you its time to reload. At 
the rear of the trigger guard 
there’s a small round button which 
releases the magazine when 
pressed. The metal mag’ then 
drops free from the frame. This 
can be refilled or replaced with a 
spare. If you have spares ready, 
reloads can be done in small 
fractions of a second, yet another 
reason these pistols are so popular 
is speed shooting events.

With a loaded mag’ in the well, 

the last control comes into play. 
The slide release lever sits above 
the trigger on the right of the 
frame. Press this and the slide 
slams forward and the pistol’s 
ready to fire. This level of realism 
is so good that some Police and 
military schools train beginners 
with these guns before moving 

action. 
On the range this pistol really is 

a blast. The ergonomics were 
spot-on and I loved blatting round 
after round downrange just as fast 
as I could go. Accuracy was right 
up there with other pistols in this 
class and reliability was first class. 
The sights are again a close copy 
of the originals being a shallow 
notch rear and a slim plain post at 
the front. Because of this they’re 
not easy to find in a hurry but 
because the pistol points so 
naturally I was still able to get my 
first round on target quickly and 
reliably. This is a great pistol and 
one that should be on your 
‘must-have’ list if you’re interested 
in military classics. n

“I loved blatting round after round 
downrange just as fast as I could go”
you’re not sure. The second safety 
is unseen and very clever. Where 
the web of your hand goes up to 
the rear of the frame you find the 
grip safety. As you hold the gun 
naturally, you compress this 
making the pistol ready to fire. If 
this isn’t depressed the gun won’t 
fire not matter what you do with 
the trigger. It was designed to 
prevent accidental firings from 
being dropped, or any other 

circumstance. This is fully 
functional, adding 

authenticity to the 
replica. 

The all-metal magazine holds the 
valve, the Co2 capsule and 18 BBs.

The slide locks back 
when the mag’ is empty 

just like the real thing.

Please use 
high-quality 

BBs like these 
supplied by 

SMK.
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impressive
It’s for these reasons that I’m so 
pleased to be testing the new 
Remington 1911 RAC. It’s an 
impressively accurate replica, 

them on to live-fire guns.

in the mag’
An area where this pistol differs 
from most Co2 pistols is that the 
gas valve is in the magazine rather 
than the frame. This makes it 
easier to service and maintain, 
plus if you have a failure while 
you’re at the range you can simply 
use your spare magazines. The 12 
gramme Co2 capsule drops into 
the side of the mag’ and is driven 
onto the piercing probe with a very 
large hex driver that’s supplied in 
the box. Next, 18 4.5mm steel BB 
are loaded and recommend that 
you use high-quality ammunition 
such as the Premium Grade ones 

as supplied by SMK with the 
gun. Poor quality ones 

might jam in such a 
rapid fire The manual safety sits 

above the functional 
grip safety.
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Importer	 Sports Marketing

Web	 www.sportsmk.co.uk

Tel	 01206 795333

Model	 Remington 1911 RAC

Type	 Semi-automatic, blow-back

Power	source	 Co2

Magazine	capacity	 18

RRP		 £99.95

With	hard	case		 £109.99

Spare	magazines	 £29.95

SPECIFICATIONS 

RRP £99.95

Racing 
ceRtainty


